This unusual inifiltrative pattern suggests a specific interaction between melanoma cells and perivascular connective tissue elements, and may imply expression by tumour cells of receptors for molecules in the intima of blood vessels and in penicapillary stroma. (JClin Pathol 1994; 47:183-184) At the time of referral, three months after the operation, she had considerable back pain, limiting her mobility. The only abnormal physical sign of note was reduced dorsiflexion of the left halux. Her erythrocyte sedimentation rate was 7/first hour and a full peripheral blood count was normal, including a differential white cell count. Liver function tests, including alkaline phosphatase and serum calcium were normal, as was serum electrophoresis. Urinary Bence-Jones proteins were absent. Plain radiography and computed tomography confirmed extensive lytic deposits in the lumbo-sacral spine. A bone marrow aspirate and trephine biopsy specimen were not diagnostic and so a computed tomography guided biopsy of the lytic deposits was performed. A computed tomogram of the chest as part of the staging procedure showed multiple small opacities within both lung fields, but these were not biopsied. Treatment with the combination of cyclophosphamide, doxorubinin, vincristine and prednisolone resulted in symptomatic benefit and an objective partial response.
Methods
As a result of the computed tomography guided biopsy, several pieces of bone were received, the largest about 2 cm in diameter. 
